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Grace Presbyterian Church                      July 11, 2021 

Psalm 127, Ephesians 1: 3-14, 2 Chronicles 36:15-23, Daniel 1  

“How to live in Exile: What’s left? What do I do?”       

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Disruption due to displacement is a simple way to speak of some of the 

horrors that refugees and displaced persons of all kinds go through. When 

this is on a large scale, with a significant number of persons, it is called an 

exile, that is, being forced away from your home or homeland. Today we 

think of places like Syria, South Sudan and Yemen. Of course, we could 

look at South or Central America as well as many other African nations. 

There are tens of millions of refugees on the move today and it is staggering 

to consider their plight. 

 

Some refugees make it to Canada, and I am happy to report that Grace 

Church has helped administrate and accomplish fifty refugees becoming 

settled in Ottawa over the last six or seven years. I know it is a subject that is 

difficult and awkward to address personally. If you have not been forcibly 

removed from home or homeland, then it is difficult to imagine what it feels 

like. The closest thing that happened to our family in the last twenty years is 

when we lived in the Okanagan and there was an evacuation alert for our 

little town of Armstrong. That meant you had to be ready within an hour 

with a bag or two in your car to leave your home and area, with the 

possibility of everything left behind burning to ashes. It was surreal on that 

Sunday morning at 11 am in the summer of 2003, speaking to the 

congregation who were all gathered. We wondered if we all were about to 

lose our homes, our earthly possessions, and there were a good few with 

pets, horses and other large animals in that rural area. We all faced the fire 

together and I encouraged everyone to trust the Lord for there is a fire of 

judgment coming to us, and we need to be prepared as we face our Lord, 

with no suitcases and no material goods. Can you say you have given your 

life to the Lord Jesus Christ? Will He count you as His in that day? Make 

your decision anew today to follow Him, love Him, and trust Him in the 

midst of the fire coming. Now thankfully, the winds changed direction and 

our little town was spared. We gave thanks to the Lord. I still do. 

 

Imagine being forced from your home and land, the place that you have 

known as your security and peace, a place of prosperity, safety and 

abundance. Now it is a war zone, or an occupied area, bombed or about to 

be. It is hard to imagine, and even when we see images on TV or other 
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media, most of us find it hard to put ourselves into that place. But if you 

have been in that place, you know what I am talking about. Many of us think 

we can imagine its stresses and strains, but likely we cannot. 

 

This brings us back to the Bible where we find not just the exile of which 

Daniel was a part, but many exiles. These are more than moves. I suppose 

we could start with the forced expulsion of the first family from the garden 

of Eden, then talk about the voluntary displacement of Noah’s family, by 

cruise ship, of Abraham’s family away from all that was familiar to a new 

land, of Lot and his family from Sodom and Gomorrah, of Joseph and his 

father Jacob-Israel to Egypt during a famine, of the people being led out of 

that land to a new land, their resistance, and its consequence, and then the 

time of the judges where everyone did what was right in their own sight 

under the oppression of the surrounding peoples, and then the kings being 

set up, the nation splitting into separate, sovereign units and finally both 

nations, Israel and Judah, being destroyed and nearly the whole of both 

populations exiled to Babylon. 

 

What can you say to someone who has lost everything of what had been 

familiar? “At least you have your life,” feels a bit like: “Be warmed and be 

filled.” It’s true but it doesn’t speak to the wound. “What’s left?” And the 

answer there is: relationship with God, no matter how much loss of property, 

friends and family. But what does that look like? 

 

And if you had a chance to interview Adam, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Jacob, 

Gideon, Samson, David, Zedekiah, or Jehoiakim or Jehoachin, on the subject 

of forced moves or unwanted displacements, you would hear quite a few 

stories of God’s faithfulness and of frustration, pain and sacrifice. It would 

be interesting to interview the Lord Jesus on what he though about growing 

up under a military occupational government. The Jews were at home, but 

they were under a control that likely made them feel like they were in exile 

even though they were home.  

 

And what about us as Christians in an era where the government chooses to 

stray farther and farther from Judeo-Christian principles, laws and ethics. 

And now our denomination strays from her roots as well. How are we to live 

in these times of exile and displacement, even if we recognize the geography 

but no longer recognize the culture and values with which we thought were 

critical for living freely and rightly? 
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The answers are not easy answers. We know from 2 Chronicles 36 that the 

Lord sought to redirect His people back to Him again and again, but they 

didn’t want that. So eventually He lets them have what they want and He lets 

the military empires get what they want: more lands, riches, and power; yes, 

even Samaria in Israel, wicked from its roots, and Jerusalem in Judea is 

sacked in spite of a few good kings is sacked.  God brings the judgment that 

had been proclaimed in Deuteronomy 30:11-20, and Lev. 26: 27-45, the 

curses and blessings and the promise of an exile from the land if the people 

fall away from God. 

 

We also know that the Church only prospers where we agree with the word 

of God. Where there are idolatries and those take the place of what God 

makes plain, then there is sexual disorder and ethical disorders of all kinds. 

You can read in Romans 1:18+ to hear what Paul says there. So God gives 

people what they want, but also the consequences. Meanwhile, how can we 

live for God as a displaced person, a person in exile, a person rightly feeling 

the loss of many things, no sense of home, only the stress of adapting to a 

new culture and a foreign way of life? 

 

Some might say there are two main ways to adapt to a new country. The first 

common way is to live as completely apart from the culture, country and 

customs as possible. This is the reason many sub-cultures arise and thrive in 

Canada and the United States, such as Italian, Chinese, Korean, Hungarian, 

Nigerian sub-cultures, you name the country and depending on the size of 

the city there is a “little Italy,” “Chinatown,” etc. While the individual 

communities may thrive, one wonders about the wisdom of segregating 

cultures in this way. Separation and cohesion become the questions of the 

day. 

 

Another common way to live in a new country is to be against it. This is 

particularly true where a refugee has been forced into the new country, or a 

foreign government has taken over your local area.  Subversion is a tactic to 

destabilize and try to topple the government in power. Rebels and resistance 

fighters are common in many parts of the world, in many nations. These also 

show one way to deal with those who wrongly use their power, but will 

likely never help the country as a whole. But if neither separation from the 

culture nor subversion to the culture are the answer to the exile’s dilemma. 

What is? 
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Enter Daniel. He was taken into exile by Nebuchadnezzar around 605 BC, 

when he took Judah his vassal state. To demonstrate his dominance 

Nebuchadnezzar took many of Jerusalem’s wisest men and most beautiful 

women to Babylon as captives. Daniel was among this group. He was likely 

born during Josiah’s reign (2 Kings 22, 23). And he clearly heard the 

teaching of the prophet Jeremiah (Daniel 9:2+). 

 

Jeremiah had taught that the people should not resist the exile. He taught 

they should go there, settle down, build houses, plant gardens…and seek the 

prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile…because if it 

prospers you too will prosper.” (Jer. 29:5-8) There was to be a kind of 

thriving in Babylon, in exile. Seventy years of exile was prophesied. That 

was the number of Sabbath years (one every seven years) the Israelites had 

not kept since they came out of Egypt. So the Land would receive the rest it 

needed. 

 

Daniel gets taken to Babylon. In quite a similar way to Esther, he and his 

friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah all enter the male equivalent of the 

beauty contest that Esther entered. Yes, they were male and therefore had to 

learn the language and literature of the Babylonians for three years (1:5), a 

bit longer than Esther. Daniel and his friends did not object to be given 

Babylonian names: Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. (1:7) 

 

But they did object to eating the blood filled, likely less cooked meats, 

wines, and other non-kosher items of the king. So Daniel proposes a test to 

see how well he and his friends look after ten days on veggies and water. 

(1:12) And they turn out looking better than any of the other candidates, 

because God is with them giving knowledge, understanding and even the 

ability to interpret dreams (1:17) as Joseph did. And so like Joseph, Daniel 

rises in the civil service of Babylon (1:18-21). Fasting and prayer were 

certainly a part of what Daniel did regularly. We should be encouraged 

similarly. 

 

Daniel and his friends did not seclude themselves from the culture or 

language and literature of the culture. They knew the power of God and 

were convinced of the power of their relationship with God in spite of the 

idolatry and foreign theology of the culture and institutions of their day. 

They knew when they were about to be tested that God would preserve 

them, uphold them, support them and love them. And if they did die in 
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God’s service, His faithfulness and sovereignty were never in question. 

(3:17-18) 

 

We have much to learn from Daniel and his friends. I hope you can read at 

least the first six chapters in the next couple weeks. You may know the 

stories from Sunday school, but God has a lot more to say to you and me 

from this part of Scripture. Daniel did not just survive in Babylon, in exile, 

he rose up in his service of God, and in power in the government of the day. 

How could he serve in such a government, with rampant idolatry, literally 

crazy kings and huge acts of genocide and imperial accomplishments 

looming over all of Babylonia? Babylon indeed becomes the symbol of 

rampant consumerism and trusting in things rather than God. But Daniel and 

his friends choose God first. You likely know their victories and miraculous 

accomplishments. 

 

But do you know that Daniel did not run away from his exile, nor did he try 

to subvert the government by, for example, trying to assassinate the king or 

other government officials. He did not place his trust in the politics of the 

institutions of which he was apart. He placed his trust in God. And so must 

we. His career of sixty years as a civil servant in Babylon was not wasted in 

an empire that would soon be overthrown, and a city-state that would be in 

ruins until the present day, where it still lies in ruins in Iraq today. His career 

was fully entrusted to the living God who blessed him in a land that did not 

recognize his God nor esteem Him (except perhaps briefly during 

Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, see Daniel 4:34-37). 

 

So what are we to do with our government? We are to stand and work 

together with them as we are able, not relinquishing our Christian standards 

but admonishing our government and government officials with the truth of 

God’s Word on the sanctify of life, old and young, the freedom to bring 

counsel from God to young people and people who struggle with their 

sexuality and their emotional and mental health, to uphold justice, to love 

mercy and to walk humbly with God. 

 

And what are we to do with our denominational church government? We are 

to agree with that which agrees with God’s Word and will, and to oppose 

that which does not, kindly and mercifully. We are to use the freedom and 

right to believe the Scriptures not only for marriage and ethics but for all life 

matters. We are to teach our children clearly and distinguish biblical 

teaching from cultural values and mores. 
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As Canadians, will we be tarred with the identity and values of the Canadian 

government? Likely we will be. As Presbyterians, will we be tarred with the 

identity and values and mores of the majority of our denomination. Yes, we 

will be. But God knows our hearts, our choices, our attitudes, our actions 

and our outreach. He knows our love for the Gospel and for Jesus Christ. 

Our ultimate accountability is to the King and Head of the Chruch, Jesus 

Christ. Others may misunderstand us and tell us what we believe in light of 

our institutional affiliation, whether that be identification with our culture or 

our denomination. But we know what we believe and God knows, and in 

Daniel’s case that was enough. Daniel’s story is not really about Babylon or 

his exile there, is it?  It is about his faithfully trusting God with his daily 

worship, his communion with God and his choice to put God first, even if 

that means demotion or death. We have sung, “Dare to be a Daniel.” It is 

time that we understand this refers to our relationship to the Lord more than 

any particular strategy used in responding or replying to the federal, 

provincial or local government or the denomination.  

 

Let us not think that denying Canadian citizenship or leaving the 

Presbyterian Church is the ultimate answer to the issues we currently face. 

We must be prepared to serve the Lord and trust Him no matter what others 

think about that service and trust. Even if they try to trap us into sinning and 

idolatry, God can and will come to our defense, as He did to Daniel’s. (see 

Daniel 6 and the Lions’ Den) Let us keep our focus on the One who Daniel 

trusted with his life. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 
 


